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Lazarus had been dead for 4 
days. Imagine what this must 
have been like. Imagine what 
he must have looked like. 
Imagine what it must have 
smelled like. For me, the 
thought of a foul-
smelling mummy is a 
little frightening! But not 
for Jesus! He is not afraid 
of what Lazarus might 
look like, of what he 
might smell like, or of 
the state that Lazarus 
might be in. That is 
because this is the man 
he knows. This is the 
man he wept for. This is 
the man he loved. And 
the same is true for us! 
Jesus is not afraid of our 
mistakes; of our sins; of 
the things about us that 
maybe we ourselves are 
afraid of. And he 
commands, “Lazarus, 
come out!” Come to 
Jesus! It might feel more 
comfortable to bury that 
part of us, the part that 
we don’t want anyone to 

see. The shame we might feel, 
or the hurt we might be 
holding on to. We might 
want to hide behind the stone 
or to crawl deeper into the 
darkness of the cave. Maybe 

we think we will fix it all 
on our own, in the 
darkness we can make 
ourselves clean, and then 
come out when we’ve done 
that. But the truth is, we 
can’t do it alone. Jesus is 
here, and he wants to help! 
He’s calling to us, and he’s 
not afraid of what you 
might look like! He always 
shows up, and He loves 
you, because he knows who 
you truly are! 
 
So what happens next? 
Lazarus is given new life! A 
second chance! So how 
does he live that new life? 
Does he go back to work 
and live as if nothing 
happened? We are a 
continuation of the story of 
Lazarus. We too are given 
new life, through baptism, 

“Jesus is not afraid of our 
mistakes, of our sins, of the 
things about us that maybe 
we ourselves are afraid of.” 

 



through the sacraments, through Jesus! How are we going to live that new life?
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